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Prepositions are keywords that indicate the start of a prepositional phrase. A 

prepositional phrase begins with the first preposition in the sentence and ends 

with the object or noun of the phrase. For example, “She sat on the red 

carpet while reading.” The italicized portion is a prepositional phrase.  Below are 

the main English prepositions used for time.                                                                       

One Point in Time 

“On,” “at”, and “in” are used to describe a moment in time. 

On is used with days: 

 I will see you on Monday. 

 The week begins on Sunday. 

At is used with noon, night, midnight, and with the time of day: 

 My plane leaves at noon. 

 The movie starts at 6 p.m. 

In is used with other parts of the day, with months, with years, and with seasons: 

 He likes to read in the afternoon. 

 The days are long in August. 

 The book was published in 1999. 

 The flowers will bloom in spring. 

 


